Le;;lii-é-Bacon Freed
InC ap:tol Bombmg
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By United Press International

WASHINGTON, Aug. 4—The|
Justice Department announced
tonight that it had dropped a
perjury  indictment  against
Leslie Ann Bacon in connection
with the bombing of the United
States Capitol March 1, 1971,

The department said it had
sought the dismissal of the in-
dictment and obtained a Fed-
eral District Court's permission!
to do so “because the decision
'was made not to answer de-
fendant’s motions of disclosure
of electronic surveillance” re-!
garding the case. !

The dcepartment would not
say whal the nature of the‘
surveillance was or what per-'
sons were involved. The Fed-!
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eral Government recently has
dropped several criminal prose-‘
lcutions as a result of a Supreme,

Court ruling broadening the ob-
ligation of the Government to
tell a defendant how prosecu-
tion evidence . was obtained
when it was connected. with
wiretapping. |

Miss Bacon was charged in a
Federal indictment last March
24 with perjuring herself in a

previous grand jury appearance
in which she was questioned
about the Capitol bombing. °

The charge specified that
while she had testified that she
had «never visited the ‘Capitol
building on grounds, she had in
fact visited the building and a
House office building on Feb.
28, 1971. :

~She is the only person to be
charged with any offense relat-
ing to the pre-dawn bombing,
which destroyed a washroom
in the Senate wing of the Capi-
tol but caused no injuries or
major structural damage.

The Justice Department said
it did not know the where-
abouts of Miss Bacon, who has
been free on bond on the per-
jury charge.

Miss Bacon, then 19 years
old, was arrested in Washing-
ton April 27, 1971, as a ma-
terial witness with “personal
knowledge” of the March 1
bombing of the Capitol, ac-
cording to the Government. .

She was subsequently flown
to Seattie, where she appeared
before a Federal grand jury
that the Justice Department
said was looking into that
bombing and other matters
“relating to national security.”

The arrest was made by Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation
agents during a raid on a youth
commune here where Miss Ba-

con lived with alleged members
of the Mayday Tribe, a8 ‘group
that was organizing antiwar
protests in Washington.

She lived across the street
from Rennie Davis, a promi-
nent antiwar organizer, who
icharged after her arrest that

the F.B.I. had been harassing
Mayday Tribe members.

The Seattle grand jury ses-
sions were closed, but Miss
Bacon was allowed to consult
with her lawyers between
questions. They reported that
she denied knowing anything
about the Capitol bombing, but
ithat --she . invoked the Fifth
Amendment protection against
self incrimination later when
the questioning turned to an
attempt May 4, 1970, to bomb
a New York City bank. ,

Federal indictments alleging
illegal actions on her part in
relation to weapons and ex-
plosives associated with the
New York incident are still out-
standing, the Justice Depart-
'ment said. |

The perjury charge was dis-
imissed under a provision of
Federal law that permits the
United States Attorney General
or a United States Attorney to
do so “‘with leave” of a Federal
court, - -

Federal District Judge Walter
T. McGovern granted leave in
Seattle for the dismissal, the
department said.

She Is Not ‘Grateful’
MIAMI, Aug. 4 (UPl)—Leslie
Ann Bacon said tonight that
she had nothing to be “grateful”
abo'ut in the dropping of a
perjury charge against her, She
said she had felt all ‘along it
was only a matter of time be-
fore the Federal Government
would drop its case against her.
Reached at a Miami Beach
hotel -where she is helping or-
ganize demonstrations for this
month’s Republican National
Convention, Miss Bacon said
the Justice Department move
“was an attempt by President!
Nixon to clean up his image
before the campaign.” . |
“Not one bit of testimony
was presented by the Govern-
ment concerning the bombing,
so how can I be grateful when
T've said all along this was a
political case?” she asked.
When the notoriety dies
down, Miss Bacon said she
might like to “just change my
name and move to Kansas.”
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